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Amsterdam Surgeon’s Guild (1864), City of Amsterdam, Amsterdams Historisch Museum

Cornelis Boekelman (left) and Jan Six were aldermen of the Amsterdam surgeon’s guild. Boekelman also occupied the position of ‘vroedmeester’. In this capacity he supervised the midwives of Amsterdam. Boekelman was a friend and close collaborator of Frederik Ruysch, praelector (teacher) of anatomy to the Amsterdam surgeons and also praelector of the Amsterdam midwives.
The object Boekelman is holding in his hand is an anatomical preparation of the human heart, in which the blood vessels of the preparation are injected with a mixture of wax and talcum powder to which is added a red dye. This injecting technique was pioneered by Joannes van Horne, Jan Swammerdam and Reinier de Graaf, all active at Leiden University when Ruysch studied medicine there. In Amsterdam Ruysch perfected the technique. The tube Jan Six is holding probably is the blowpipe which, mounted on a syringe, was used to inject the wax mixture into the preparation.
The painter Jurriaen Pool was married to Rachel Ruysch, Ruysch’s daughter, herself a renowned painter of still-life.
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